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ACS Sample Size Increase

Sample expanded from 2.9 million 

to 3.54 million addresses per year

Sample increase began for mailout 

in June 2011



What’s New for the 2010 ACS 

releases?

Using 2010 Census geography

 2010 ACS products available only in 
new American FactFinder

Estimates are controlled to 2010 
population 

First time - non-overlapping 3-yr files 
to compare (2005-2007/2008-2010)



New Tables

 Marital status (divorces, number of times married, 

marriages ending in widowhood)

 Disability (by type – hearing, vision, cognitive, 

ambulatory, self care, independent living, number of 

disabilities, by poverty)

 Veteran (service connected disability by poverty)

 Health ins. (by type – private, VA, employer-based, 

Medicare,  by citizenship, by income, etc.) 

 Food Stamps, multigenerational HHs, 

grandparent responsibility, fertility



Possible New Topics in Future

Researching two new topics and 

5 revised topics

◦ Computer ownership/Internet access

◦ Parental Place of Birth

Would not be implemented until 

2013 or later



ACS Data Release Schedule

 1 Year Estimates (2010) rec’d Sept., 2011

◦ Areas with 65,000+ population

 3 Year Estimates (2008-2010) rec’d Oct., 

2011

◦ Areas with 20,000+ population

 5 Year Estimates (2006-2010)  Dec., 2011

◦ All areas



Effects of Using 2010 Population 

as Control
 Geographies on the edge of 20,000 

population may have fallen below the 

20k threshold so no longer available;

◦ Elkridge went from 22,042 in 2000 to 

15,592 in 2010; appeared in the 2007-

2009 ACS, but not in 2008-2010 ACS 



Special Tabulations Schedule

 Census Transportation Planning 
Package (CTPP) 2006-2010
◦ similar to 2006-2008 CTPP tables

◦ Estimated release in 2013

◦ Similar geography to Census 2000 CTPP

 Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO)
◦ Used to update affirmative action plans

◦ 5 Year file 2006-2010

◦ 489 occupation tables for worksite, 490 
residence; citizenship variable new this time

◦ Estimated release end of 2012



LATEST PRODUCTS



Areas 

20,000+ pop



Four page profile in each spreadsheet

4 worksheet 

tabs at the 

bottom

3 year data



Highlights

Spreadsheets

Comparisons by 

year 2006 to 2007


